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IBDP in Sapporo Nihon University High School

Our school has inherited the educational policy of Nihon University which has a history of
more than 120 years and is permitted to be treated as an affiliated school, was founded based
on the educational philosophy of "Independent Creation," with the aim of fostering talented
individuals who will contribute to society in accordance with the frontier spirit in the land of
Hokkaido. Based on this frontier spirit, the school's principles of, "Creativity," "Respect," and
"Hardiness," also express the goals of the school’s founder and the school's educational goal is
to nurture students to have an enriched life through the development of individuality, the
realization of career paths, and the cultivation of internationalism. In order to achieve these
goals, the school is engaged in a variety of activities, and is particularly active in international
exchange.

The mission and beliefs of the IB as presented by the International Baccalaureate
Organization and the ideal learner image of the students who are at the heart of IB education
are expected to contribute greatly to these educational goals and activities of the school. In
particular, the ten qualities of learners are composed of elements that are indispensable to the
development of capable humans that the school seeks to foster. In other words, students
should be able to "explore" with enthusiasm, accumulate broad "knowledge," "think" deeply
and with versatility, "challenge" without fear of risk based on strong "principles," take
responsibility for the results, and "reflect" objectively on themselves with consideration for the
"balance" of various factors. In addition, this kind of exploration is not completed only by one's
own personal activities, but also by self-expression through active "communication,"
understanding of others (and consequent self-understanding) gained by "opening one's heart,"
and a sense of mission built on an outpouring of "compassion" for the sake of others which
becomes the foundation for moving forward in collaboration with others and leading oneself to
a higher level.

What will the implementation of the DP bring to our school? Because the school is united in
its pursuit of the aforementioned image of the learner, and by changing oneself, the possibilities
of each student will expand, leading to the development of "capable adults who can play an
active role in the world”. In addition, we will create a place where teachers and students can
grow together as human beings and discuss the future. Students who believe in their own (and
others') potential, are motivated to pursue the truth, and are happy to learn together are the
kind of learners that Sapporo Nihon University High School actively seeks out.



The DP is offered in the International Baccalaureate (IB) Course, which is open to all first-
year students enrolled in the IB Course, the Premier S (PS) Advanced Course, and the
Integrated Course, and will be integrated into the IB Course in January of the first year of DP.
The course will be integrated into the IB Course in January of the first year of the DP. The
maximum number of students accepted is 50 (up to 25 per class).

Integrated Course Students

Students who joined our school from our junior high school will have a high school
guidance session in September of their third year of study, and then choose one of the
following four courses: Integrated Course, Special Advanced Course, General Education
Course, or IB Course.

Applicants for the IB course will be evaluated and approved based on their academic
performance and motivation.

General (Prospective) Students

As a private high school, the school selects students for admission in the Recommendation
Entrance Examination held in January and the General Entrance Examination held in February
(either Schedule A or Schedule B tests). Applicants for the IB course are required to take the
English interview.

Selection for the IB Course takes place during the January Recommendation Entrance
Examination and is based on an application for Recommendation I (single application) or
Recommendation III (dual application allowed; IB Course applicants must have an interview
in English; taking the Scholastic Aptitude Test is optional).

Information about the entrance examinations will be announced directly at the school
information sessions (to be held three times a year) from July every year and will also be
posted on the school's website and application guidelines. Notifications about the school
information sessions will be distributed to junior high schools in and around Sapporo in the
form of flyers according to the number of students enrolled. At the briefing sessions, we will
introduce the IBDP and provide model classes for junior high school students and their
parents to promote understanding and publicity.



Course Transfer after Enroliment

IB Course

First year students enrolled in the IB course take weekly IB Basic classes (IBB) from April
to gain an understanding of the IB philosophy, the IB learner profile, subject content,
learning methods, academic integrity, essay writing, TOK, CAS, etc. In preparation for the
start of the DP in January, students are interviewed in November based on their academic
performance and their intentions to continue the IB course or not.

Premier Special (PS) Course / Integrated Course

First year students of the PS Course and the Integrated Course will be able to transfer to
the IB Course and enter the IBDP. Students who wish to transfer to the IB Course will be
invited to attend an information session for parents in October and will be selected in
November after discussions with homeroom teachers and interviews with parents. However,
the period from January to March will be a trial period, and by the end of February, a
selection will be made based on academic performance, motivation, and aptitude. It is
possible for students to transfer to other courses at their discretion.

Application for Course Transfer
Applicants must sign and date the prescribed application form and submit it to their
homeroom teacher with the required documents. The homeroom teacher submits the
application form to the DP coordinator, who discusses the student's academic performance,
motivation, attitude, and aptitude.

Transition Schedule

April - May Implementation of DP Guidance

October Information meeting for parents of students

November Consultation on course transfer application, decision
on transfer

January - March DP trial period (decision made at the end of February)

Beginning of March Interview with parents/guardians (final decision on
course)



Selection Process

Selection shall be based on a comprehensive consideration of the following conditions 1 to
5.

1. The student must have a clear and strong intention to obtain the Diploma and must
choose to take the DP course on his/her own initiative.

2. Must have a strong desire to enter a difficult domestic or overseas university.

3. Students must understand that a high level of English language ability is required to
obtain DP qualifications. In January of the first year, students must have English
language skills equivalent to B1 (EIKEN level 2) or higher on the CEFR (B2
recommended).

4. The student must have a grade average of 4 (Japanese national education scale of
1 to 5, with 5 being the highest) or higher in Japanese, Mathematics, English, and
Social Studies in their first year.

5. If a student has significant academic or behavioral problems during the course
transition trial period, they will not be considered for the DP course. Applicants must
submit an essay on their reasons for applying for the DP course. The student will be
interviewed about his or her academic performance and attitude.

Students whose academic performance, motivation, and attitude are judged to be
unfavorable during the trial period will receive consultation and guidance from their
homeroom teacher and DP coordinator regarding whether to continue their DP education.

In principle, students are responsible for DP registration fees, core subject expenses,
textbooks, scientific calculators, art materials used in art, and other personal items used for
study. The total amount of personal expenses varies from year to year depending on the IB
set price. The school bears the cost of the entire learning environment on campus.



Policy Review

This policy was established in August 2021 and will be reviewed and revised at the end of
each school year. The school principal will approve the proposed revisions by the IB
Programme Guidance Committee, and revisions will be made.
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